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AN ACT 1 renumber 426.102 (intro.); to amend 220.02 (2) (b), 220.02 (3),

-

et

421.301 (7) (intro.), 421.301 (9), 421.301,‘(10), 421.301 (11), 421.301 12),
421;301 (13), 421.3’01.(17), 421.3‘01.(20) (intro.), 421.301 (21), 421.301 (25),
421.301 '(34), 421.301 (39), 421.301 (40), 423.102, 423.301, 423.302, 425.305
and 427.102; to repeal and recreate 422.102; and to create 409.109 4) (n),
421.201 (11), 421.361 (37t), 421.301 (37u), 421.301 (37v), subchapter VI of
_chapter 422, subchapter V of chapter 425, 426.102 (2), subchapter IV of chapter
426 [precedesl426.4005], 427.103 (intro.), 427.103 (1le), 427.103 (1r) and
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427.103(4) of the statutes; relating toi regulation of rental-purchase

i
(=]

agreements under the Wisconsin Consumer Act.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

11 SECTION 1. 220.02 (2) (b) of the st’atutés is amended to read:
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' ‘ SECTION 1

. 220.02 (2) (b) The lending of money under s. 138.09 or those relating to finance

 companies, motor vehicle dealers, adjustment service companies, community

currency exchanges, rental-purchase companies fegistered under s. 426.201, and

~ collection agencies under ch. 218.

SECTION 2. 220.02 (3) of thé statutes, as affected by 2003 Wisconsin Act 33, is
amended to read: '

220.02 (3) Itis the intent of sub. (2) to give the division jurisdiction to enforce
and carry out all laws relating to banks or banking in this state, incldding those

relating to state banks, savings banks, savings and loan associations, and trust

company banks, and also all laws relating to small loan companies or other loan

companies or agencies, finance companies, motor vehicle dealers, adjusfment service
companies, coxﬁmunity currency exchanges, rental-—purchasé companies registered
under s. 426.201, and collection agencies and th;)se relating to sellers of checks under
ch. 217, whether doing business as corporations, individuals, or otherwise, but to
exclude ‘laws relating to credit unions. |

SECTION 3. 409.109 (4) (n) of the statutes is created to read:

~ 409.109 (4) (n) The transfer of an interest under a rental-purchase agreement,

as defined in s. 421.301 (37u). _ |

SECTION 4. 421.201 (11) of the statutes is created to read: _

421.201 (11) (a) A rental-purchase agreement is. entered into in this state if any
of the following applies:

1. A writing signed by a lessee and evidencing the obligation under the rental-
purchase ag'reemgnt or an offer of a lessee is received by a rentél—purchase company

in this state.
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SECTION 4

2. Thé rental-purchase company induces a lessee who is a resident of this state
to enter into the rental-purchase agreement by face—to—face soﬁcitation or by mail
or telephone solicitation directed to the particular lessee in this state.

(b) If a rental-purchase agreement is made or modified in another state with
a lessee who is a resident of this state at the time that the agreement or modification
is made, the foliowing apply as though the agreement or modification oc;curred in this
state: |

1. A rental-purchase company, or an assignee of its rights, may collect through

. actions or other proceedings charges only to the extent permitted under chs. 421 to

427 relating to rental purchase agreements.

2. A rental-purchase company may not enforce any right against a lessee if the
enforcement of that right would violate s. 422.604.

(c) Except as provided ip pars. (a) and (b), a rental-purchase agreement made

or modified in another state with an individual who was not a resident of this state

" at the time that the agreement or modification was made, is valid and enforceable

under the laws of the state applicable to the transaction.

(d) For pﬁrposes of rental-purchase agreements, the residence 'of a lessee is the
address given by the lessee as his or her residence in any writing signed by the lessee
in connection with a rental-purchase agreement. The givei; address is preéumed to
be unchanged ﬁntil the rentai—purchase company knows or has reason to know ofa
new or different address.

SECTION 5. 421.301 (7) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:

421.301 (7) (intro.) “Cash price” means in chs. 421 to 427, other than subch. VI
of ch. 422, the price at which property or services are offered, in the ordinary course

of business, for sale for cash, and may include:
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SECTION

SECTION 6. 421.301 (9) of the statutes is amended to read:

421.301 (9) “Consumer credit sale” means a sale of goods, services or an

~ interest in land to a customer on credit where the debt is payable in installments or

a finance charge is imposed and includes any agreement in the form of a bailment

of goods or lease of goods or real property if the bailee or lessee pays or agrees to pay

as compensation for use a sum substantially equivalent to or in excess of the
aggregate value of the goods or real proberty involved and it is agreed that the bailee
or lessee will become, or for no other or a nominal consideration has the option to
become, the owner of the goods or real property upon full compliance with the terms
of the agreeinent. “Consumer credit sale” does not include a rental-purchase

agreement.
SECTION 7. 421.301 (10) of the statutes is amended to réad:

421.301 (10) “Consumer credit transaction” means a consumer transaction
between a merchant and a customer in which feal or personal property, services or
money is acciuired on credit and the customer’s obligation is payable in installments
or for which credit a finance éharge is or may be imp‘osed, whether such transéction

is pursuant to an open—end credit plan or is a transaction involving other than

" open—end credit. The term includes consumer credit sales, consumer loans,

consumer leases and transactions pursuant to open—end credit plans. “Consumer

credit transaction” does not include a rental—-purchase agreement.
SECTION 8. 421.301 (11) of the statutes is amended to read:

421.301 (11) “Consumer lease” means a lease of goods which a merchant makes

to a customer for a term excéeding 4 months, but does not include a rental-purchase

agreement.
SECTION 9. 421.301 (12) of the statutes is amended to read:
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SECTION 9

421.301 (12) “Consumer loan” means a loaﬁ made by a lender to a customer
which is payable in installments or for which a finance charge is or may be imposed,
and inclu&es transactions pursuant to an open-end credit plan. other than a seller
credit card, but does not include a transaction relating to a rental-purchase

agreement. 4
~ SECTION 10. 421.301 (13) of the statutes is amended to read:

421.301 (13) “Consumer transaction” means a fransat:tion in which one or

more of the parties is a customer for purposes of that transaction, but doeé not
includé‘ a transaction relating to a rental-purchase agreement. |

SEcTION 11. 421.301 (17) of the statutes is amended to read:

421.301 (17) “Customer” means a person other than an organization (s.
421.301 (28)) who seeks or acquires real or personal property, services, money or
crédit for personal, family or household purposes or, for purposes of ch. 427 only, for
agricultural purposes, but does not include a lessee to a rental-purchase agreement.
A person other than a customer may égree to be governed by chs._ 421 to 427 with
respect to all aspects of a transaction and in suchvevent such person shall be deemed
a customer for ali purposes of chs. 421 to 427 ﬁth respect to such»vtransaction.

SECTION 12. 421.301 (20)-(intro.) of the statﬁtes is amended to read:

421.301 (20) (intro.) “Finance charge” means the sum of all charges, payable

directly or indirectly by the customer as an incident to or as a condition of the

extension of credit, whether paid or payable by the customer, the creditor or any other

| person on behalf of the customer to the creditor or to a 3rd party unless the creditor

had no notice or knowledge of the charges paid or payable to the 3rd party. The term

does not include any charge with respect to a motor vehicle consumer lease or to a

rental-purchase agreement. The term includes the following types of charges to the
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SEcCTION 12

extent they are not permitted additional charges under s. 422.202, delinquency
charges under s. 422.203 or deferral charges under s. 422.204:

SECTION 13. 421.301 (21) of the sfatutes is amended to read:

421.301 (21) “Goods” has the meaning given in s. 409.102 (1) (ks) and includes

goods not in existence at the time the transaction is entered into and goods which are

or are to become fixtures, but does not include any goods under a rental—purchase
agreement.
SECTION 14. 421.301 (25) of the Statutes is amended to read:

421.301 (25) “Merchant” means a person who regularly advertises, distributes,
offers, supplies or deals in real or personal property, services, money or credit in a
manner which directly or indirectly results in or is intended or designed to result in,
lead to or induce a consumer transaction. The term includes but is not limited to a
seller, lessor, manufacturer, creditor, arranger of credit and any assignee of or
successor to such person. The term also includes a person who by his or her
occupation holds himself or hefself out as having knowledge or skill peculiar to such
practices or to. whom such knowledge or skill may be attributed by his or her

employment as an agent, broker or other intermediary. “Merchant” does not include

- a rental-purchase company.

SECTION 15. 421.301 (34) of the statutes is amended to read:

421.301 (34) “Personal property” includes but is not limited to goods, but does

. not includé rental property.

SECTION 16. 421.301 (37t) of the statutes is created to read:
421.301 (37t) “Rental property” means property rented under a
rental-purchase agreement.

SECTION 17. 421.301 (37u) of the statutes is created to read:
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' SECTION 17

421.301 (37u) “Rental-purchase agreement” means an agreement between a
rental-purchase company and a lessee for the use of rental property if all of the
following apply: | ‘ B

| (a) The rental property is to be used primarily for personal, family, or household
purposes. | |

(b) The égreeme’nt has an initial term of 4 months or less and is éutomatically
renewable with each payment after the initial term. |

() The .agreement does not obligate or require the lessee ,tov renew the
agreement beyond the initial term.

(d) The agreement permits, but does not obligate, the lessee to acquire
ownership of the rental property.

SECTION 18. 421.301 (37;7) of the statutes is created to read:

421.301 (37v) “Rental-purchase compahy” means a person engaged in the
business of entering into rental—purchaée agreements in this state or acquiring or
servicing rental-purchase agreements that are entered intb in this state.

SECTION 19. 421.301 (39) of the statutes is amended to read:

421.301 (39) “Sale of services” means furiﬁshing or agreeing to furnish services
and includes arranging to have services furhished by another, but does not include
any services relating to a rental-purchase agreement.

SECTION 20. 421.301 (40) of the statutes is amended to read:

© 421.301 (40) “Security interest” means a real property mortgage, deed of trust,
seller’s interest in real estate under a land bon,tract, any interest in property which

secures payment or performance of an dbligation ‘under ch. 409 or any other

consensual or confessed lien whether or not recorded, but doeé not include an interest

in any property relating to a rental-purchase agreement.
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SECTION 21. 422.102 of the statutes is repealed and recreated to read:

422.102 Scope. (1) | Subchapﬁers Ito V apply to consumer credit transactions.

2) Subchapfer VI applies to rental-purchase agreements.

SECTION 22. Subchapter VI of chapter 422 of the statutes [precedes 422.601]
is created to read:

CHAPTER 422 |
CONSUMER CREDIT TRANSACTIONS
| SUBCHAPTER VI
RENTAL-PURCHASE AGREEMENTS

422.601 Scope. This subchapter applies only to rental-purchase agreements.

422.602 General requirements of disclosure. (1) Form, LOCATIQN, SIZE AND
TIME OF DISCLOSURE. The information that is required to be disclosed under s. 422.603
shall satisfy all of the following: | |

(a) The information shall be clearly and consbicuously disclosed.

(b) The information shall be disclosed in writing.

(c) The information shall be disclosed on the face of the rental-purchase
agreement above the line for the lessee’s signature.

(d) The information shall be disclosed in ﬁot_ less than 8—point standard type.

(e)' The information shall be disclbsed before the time that the lessee becomes
legally obligatéd under the rental-purchase agreement. |

(f The disclosures required by s. 422.603 (2),‘ (3), (4), and (5) shall be printed
in at least 10-point boldface type, and shall be grouped together in a box, in the form o
and order prescribed by the division of banking in the department of financial

institutions.
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SEcTION 22

(2) ACCURACY OF DISCLOSURE. The information required under s. 422.603 must
be accurate as of the time that it is disclosed to the lessee. If any information
subsequently becomes inaccurate as a result of any act, occurreﬁce, or agreement by
the lessee, the resulting inaccuracy is not a violation of any provision of chs. 421 to
427 relating to rental-purchase agreements.

(8) COPY OF RENTAL-PURCHASE AGREEMENT. The rental—bﬂrchase company shall
provide the lessee with a copy of the completed rental-purchase agreement signéd
by the lessee. If more than one leésee is legally obligated under the same
‘rental—purchase agreement, delivery of a copy of the completed rental-purchase
agreement to one of the lessees shall satisfy this subsection.

(4) SINGLE INSTRUMENT. In a rental-purchase agreement, the lessee’s rental
payment obligations shal] be evidenced by a single instrument, which shall include
the signature of the rental-purchase company, the signature of the lessee, and the
date on which the instrument is signed.

422.603 | Required provisions of rental-purchase agreement. A
rental—puréhase company shall include all of the following informat_ion; to the extent
applicable, in every rental-purchase agreement:

(1) DESCRIPTION. A brief description of the rental property, sufficient to identify
the rental property to the lessee and the rental-purchase ‘company, including any
identification number, and a statement indicating Whefher the rental property is
new or used.

(2) CasHPRICE. The price at which the rental-purchase company would sell the
rental property to the lessee if the lessee were to pay for the fental property in full
on the date on which the rental-purchase agreement is executed, along with a

statement that, if the lessee intends to acquire ownership of the rental property and
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ECTION 22

is able to pay for the property in full or is able to obtain credit to finance the purchase,

the lessee may be able to purchase similar property from a retailer at a lower cost.

(3) RENTAL PAYMENTS TO ACQUIRE OWNERSHIP. The total number, total dollar

amount, and timing of all rental payménts necessary to acquire ownership of the

rental property..

(4) COST OF RENTAL SERVICES. The difference between the total dollar avnblount‘

of payments necessary to acquire ownérship of the rental property disclosed under
sub. (3), and the cash price of the property disclosed under sub. (2). The
rental-purchase company shall also include a statement substantially similar to the
following: “The cost of rental services is the amount you will pay in addition to the
cash price if you acquire ownership of the rented goods by making all payments
necessary to acquire ownership.” |

(5) RENTAL PAYMENT. The rental payment for the rental property. A

(6) UP-FRONT PAYMENT. Any payment required of the lesseé at the time that the
agreement is »exécuted or the rental property is delivered, including the initial rental
payment, any application or i)rocessing chai'ge, any' delivery fee, and any charge for
é liability damage waiver or for other optional services agreed to by the lessee.

. (7) OTHER CHARGES AND FEES TO ACQUIRE OWNERSHIP. The dollar amount, both

| itemized and in total, of all taxes, liability. damage waiver fees, fees for optional

services, processing fees, application fees, and delivery charges that the lessee would
incur if the lessee were to rent the rental properts; until the lessee acquires
oWnership, assuming that the lessee does not add or decline the -l‘iability damage
waiver or optional services after signing the rental-purchase agreement.

(8) TOTAL PAYMENTS TO ACQUIRE OWNERSHIP. The total of all charges to be paid

by the lessee to acquire ownership of the rental property, which shall consist of the
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SECTION 22

total dollar amount of all rental payments disclosed under sub. (3), and the total
dollar amount of all other charges and fees disclosed under sub. (7), along with a
statement that this is the amount a lessee will pay to acquire ownership of thé rental
property if the tax rates do not change and if the lessee does not add or decliné the
liability damage waiver of optional services after signing the rental-purchase
agreement. The information required under this subsection shall be printed in at
least 10-point boldface type.

(9) OTHER CHARGES. An itemized description of any other charges or fees that
the rental-purchase company may charge the lessee that are not otherwise discldéed
in the rental-purchase agreement.

(10) SUMMARY OF EARLY-PURCHASE OPTION. A statement sunimarizing the terms
of the lessee’s options to acquire ownership of the rental property as provided in s.
422,606 ).

(11)_ RESPONSIBILITY FOR THEFT OR DAMAGE. A statement that, unless otherwise
agreed, the lessee is responsible for the fair market value of the rental property,

determined according to the early—purchase option formula under sub. (10), if the

_ rental property is stolen, damaged, or destrbyed while in the possession of or subject

to the control of the lessee. The statement shall indicate that the fair market value
will be determined as of the date on which the rental property is stolen, damaged,
or destroyed.

(12) SERVICE AND WARRANTY. A statement that during _the term of the rental-

- purchase agreement, the rental-purchase company is required to service the rental

property and maintain it in good working condition, as long as no other person has
serviced the rental property. In lieu of servicing the rental property, the

rental-purchase company may, at its option, replace the rental property. The




o

© 00 N9 O O b W N

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

20
21

22 -

23
24
25

. ‘ LRBs0434/2
2003 — 2004 Legislature -12 - RACkjf&jd&wlj:pg
. ‘ ECTION 22

rental-purchase company’s oBligation to provide service is limited to defects in the
property not caused by improper use or negléct by the lessee or harmful conditions
outside the control of the rental-purchase company or manufacturer.

(13) TERMINATION AT OPTION OF LESSEE. A statement that the lessee may

terminate the agreement at any time without penalty by voluntarily surrendering

or returning the rental property in good repair.

(14) RIGHT TO REINSTATE. A brief explanation of the lessee’s right to reinstate
a rental-purchase agreement under s. 422.615.

(15) RENTAL, NOT PURCHASE. A statement that the lessee will not own the rental
property until the lessee has made all payments necessary to acquire oWnership or
has exercised the lessee’s early-purchase option. The rental—pﬁrchase conipény

shall also include a notice reading substantially as follows: “You are renting this

* property. You will not own the property until you make all payments necessary to

acquire ownership or until you exercise your early—purchase option. If you do not

make your payments as scheduled or exercise your early—purchase option, the

rental-purchase company may reposSess the pfdpért;y.”

(16) INFORMATION ABOUT RENTAL-PURCHASE COMPANY AND LESSEE. The names of

the rental-purchase company and the lessee, the rental-purchase 'company’s '

business address and telephone ‘nun'lber, the lessee’s address, and the date on which
the rentalfpurchase‘ag‘reement'is executed.

(17) OPTIONAL SERVICES. Space for a specific, sepérately signed, affirmative
written indication of the lessee’s desire for any optional service for which a charge
is assessed. The lessee’s request must be obtained after a written disclosure of the
cost of the opfional service is made, and the cost and term of such service must be

listed at or near the signature space.
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SECTION 22

422.604 Prohibited provisions of rental-purchase agreements. A
rental-purchase agreement may not contain any of the following:

@) CONFESSION. A confession of judgment. |

(2) SECURITY. A provision granting the rental-purchase company a security
interest in any property, except rental pro'perty delivered by the rental-purchase
company under the rental-purchase agreemeht. '

(3) REPOSSESSION. A provision authorizing a rental-purchase company, or an
agent of the rental-purchase company, to enter the lessee’s premises Withoﬁt the
lessee’s contemporaneous permission, or to commit a breach of the peace in the
repossession of réntal property provided by the rental-purchase company under the
rental-purchase agreement.

(4) WAIVER. A waiver of a defense or counterclairp,;.a waiver 6f any ﬁght to
assert any claim that the lessee may have against the rental-purchase company or
an agent of the rental-purchase company, or a waiver of any provision of chs. 421 to
427 relating to rental-purchase agreements.

(5) OVERPAYMENT. A provision requiring rental payments totaling more than
‘the total dollar amount of all rental payments necessary to acquire ownership, as
disclosed in the rental-purchase agreement.

(6) INSURANCE. A provision requiring the lessee to puréhase insurance from the
rental-purchase company to .insure the rental property.

(7) ATTORNEY FEES. A provision requiring the lessee to pay any attorney fees.

422.605 Liability waiver. A rental-purchase company may offer a liability
waiver to the lessee. The terms of the waiver must be provided to the lessee in
writing, incorporated into the rental—purchaée agreement or on a separate

document. The face of the writing shall clearly disclose that the lessee is not required
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to purchase the waiver. The fee for the waiver may not exceed 10 percent of the rental
payment due undef the rental-purchase agreement. The lessee shall be entitled to
cancel the waiver at the end of any rental term. |

422.606 Lessee’s right to acquire ownership. (1) LIMITS ON CASH PRICES.
The cash price for rental property may not exceed an amount equal to twice the actual
purchase price of the rental property, including any applicable freight chargeé, paid
by the rehtal——purchase company to a manufacturer or wholesaler.

(2) LTS ON COST OF RENTAL SERVICES. The total amount charged by the

rental-purchase company for the cost of rental services in a rental-purchase .

transaction shall not exceed the cash price of the property.

(8) ACQUISITION OF OWNERSHIP. At any time after the initial rental period, a
lessee may acquire ownership of the property that is the subject of the
rentai—purchase agreement by tendering an amount not to exceed an amount equal
to the cash price of the rental property multiplied by a fraction that has as its
numerator the number of periodic rental payments remaining under the
rental-purchase agreement and that has as its denominator the total Aumber of
periodic rental payments. A rental-purchase company may also require the lessée
to pay any accrued unpaid rental payments and fees. |

' 422.607 Unconscionable conduct. The administrator of the division of
banki-hg in the department of financial institutions shall promulgate rules declaring
specific conduct in rental-purchase agreements and the collection of accounts and
p'foperty arising therefrom to be unconscionable and prohibiting the use thereof. In
promulgating such rules, the administrator shall consider, among other things:

(1) That the practice unfairly takes advantage of the lack of knowledge, ability,

experience, or capacity of lessees.
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SECTION 22

(2) That those engaging in the practice know of the mablllty of lessees to receive
benefits properly anticipated from the goods or services involved.

(3) The fact that the practice may enable rental-purchase coxhpanies to take
advantage of the inability of lessees reasonably to protect their interests by reason
of physical or mental ihﬁrmities, illiteracy, or inability to understand the language
of the agreement, ignofance or lack of education, or similar factors.

(4) That the terms of the transaction require lessees to waive legal riéhts.

(8) That the tenﬁs of the transaction require lessees to unréasonably
j eopardize‘ money or property beyond the money or property immediately at issue in
the transaction.

(6) That the natural effect of the pfactice is to'cause or aid in causing lessees
to misunderstand the true nature of the transaction or their rights and duties
thereunder.

(7) That the writing purporting to evidence the obligation of the lessees in the

- transaction contains terms or provisions or authorizes practices prohibited by law.

(8) Deﬁriitions of unconscionability in statutes, rules, rulings and decisions of

legislative, administrative, or judicial bodies.

422.608 Receipts and statements. (1) RECEIPTS. A rental-purchase

company shall provide a written receipt to the lessee for any payment made by the
lessee in cash or, upon the request of the lessee, for any other type of payment.

(2) STATEMENT DUE TO LESSEE. Subjeét to sub. (4), upon the request of a lessee,
a rental-purchase company shall provide a written statement to the lessee showing
the lessee’s payment history on 'each rental-purchase agreement between the lessee
and the rental-purchase company. A rental-purchase company is not required to

provide a statement covering any rental-purchase agreement that was terminated
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more than one year prior to the date of the lessee’s request. A rental-purchase
company may provide a single.statexhent covering all rental-purchase agreements

or separate statements for each rental-purchase agreement, at the rental-purchase

‘company’s option.

(8) STATEMENT DUE TO OTHER PARTIES. Subject to sub. (4), upon the written
request of a lessee, made during the term of or no later than one year after the
termination of a rental-purchase agreement, a rentél—purchase company shall
provide a written statement to any person designated by the lessee, showing the
lessee’s payment history under the iental—purchase agreement. |

(4) FEEFOR STATEMENT. A lessee or, if appropriate, a lessee’s designee, is entitled

- to receive one statement under subs. (2) and (3) without charge once every 12

months. A rental-purchase company shall provide an additional statement if the
lessee pays the rental-purchase company’s reasonable costs of preparing and
furnishing the statement.

422.610 Advertising. (1) DISCLOSURE REQUIRED. Except as provided under

;sub. (2), if an advertisement for a rental-purchase agreement refers to or states the

amount of a payment for a specific item of property, the advertisement shall also
clearly and conspicuously state all of the following:

(a) That the transaction advertised is .a rental-purchase agreement.

(b) The total number and total dollar amount of all rental payments necessary
to acquire ownership of the property.

(c) That the lessee does not acquire ownership of the property if the lessee fails
to make all rental payments or other payments necessary to acquire ownership of the

property.
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| (‘2) EXCEPTION. Subsection (1) does not apply to any in—store display or any

advertisement that is published in the yellow pages of a telephone directory or in any
similar directory of businesses.

422.611 Price cards displayed. (1) PRICE CARDS GENERALLY. Except as

provided in sub. (2), a card or tag that clearly and conspicuously states all of the

following shall be displayed on or next to any property displayed or offered by a

rental-purchase company for rent under a rental-purchase agreement:-

(a) The cash price that a lessee would pay to purchase the property.

(b) The amount and timing of the rental payments.

(c¢) The total number and fotal amount of all rental payments necessary to
acquire ownership of the property under a rental-purchase agreement.

(d) The cost of rental services under a rental-purchase agreement.

(e) Whether the property is new or used.

(2) EXceprioNs. If property is offered for rent under a rental-purchase

 agreement through a catalog, or if the size of the property is such that displaying a

card or tag on or next to the property would be impractical, a rentél—purchase
company may make the disclosures required under sub. (1) in a catalog or list', if the
catalog or list is read1ly available to prospective lessees

422.612 Referral transactions. (1) PROHIBITED REFERRAL TRANSACTIONS. No

rental-purchase company may induce any individual to enter into a rental-purchase

agreement by giving or offering to give a rebate or discouht to the individual in -

consideration of the individual’s giving to the rental—purchase company the names
of prospective lessees if the earning of the rebate or discount is contmgent upon the
occurrence of any event that takes place after the time that the individual enters into

the rental—purchase agreement.
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(2) AUTHORIZED REFERRAL TRANSACTIONS. After entering into a rental-purchase
agreement, a rental—-purchase company may give or offer to give a rebate or discount
to a lessee under the rental-purchase agreement in consideration of the lessee’s
giving to the rental-purchase company the names of prospective lessees. A rebate
or discount under this subsection may be contingent upon the occurrence of any event
that takes place after the time that the names e.re given to the rentalépurchase :
company. | |

422.613 Termination of rental-purchase agreement. The termination
date of a rental-purchase agfeement is the earlier of the following:

(1) The day specified in the rental-purchase agreement as the day on which
the rental term ends, unless a different day has been established under the
rental-purchase agreement.

(2) The date on which the lessee voluntarily surrenders the rentai ﬁroperty.

422.614 Late payment, grace period, and late fees. (1) LATE FEE
GENERALLY. If a lessee fails to make any payment when due under a rental-purchase
agreement or if, at the end of any ;'ental term, the lessee fails to return the rental
property or to renew the rental-purchase agreement for an additional term, the
rental-purchase comp_aﬁy may require the lessee to pay a late fee. Except as
provided in sub. (4), this subsection does not apply if the lessee’s failure to return
rental property or failure to renew the rental-purchase agreemeﬁt*at the end of the
rental term is due to the lessee’s exercise of an early—purchase option under the
rental-purchase agreement or is due to the lessee’s making all payments necessary
to acquire ownership of the i'ental- property. |

‘ (2) GRACE PERIODS. The following grace periods shall apply to rental payments

made with respect to a rental-purchase agreement:
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(a) For an agreement that is renewed on a weekly basis, no late fee may be
assessed for a .payment that is made within 2 days after the date on which the
scheduled payment is due.

(b) For an agreement that is renewed for a term that is longer than one week,
no late fee may be assessed for a payment that is made within 7 days after the date
‘on which the scheduled payment is due.

. 3) COLLECTION; APPLICATION, AND LIMITATION OF LATE FEES. Late fees are subject

to all of the following: |

(a) A late fee may not exceed $5 for each past—due rental payment.

(b) A late fee may be collected only once on each rental payment due, regardléss
of how long the payment remains past due.

(c) Payments re‘ceived shall be applied first to the payment of any rent that is
due and then to late fees and any other charges.

(d) Alate fee may be collected at the time that the late fee accrues or at any time
afterward. | |

(4) - EFFECT OF OUTSTANDING LATE FEE ON TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP. A
rental-purchase compény may require payment of any outstanding late fees ‘before
transferring ownership of rental property to a lessee. |

422.615 Reinstatement of terminated rental-purchase agreement. (1)
REINSTATEMENT GENERALLY. A lessee may reinstate a terminated rental-purchase
agreement without losing any rights or options previously acquired if all of the
following apply: |

(a) The lessee retui'ned or surrendered the rental property within 7 days after

the termination of the rental-purchase agreenﬁent.
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(b) Not more than 60 days have passed after the date on which the rental
property was returned to the rental-purchase company or, if the lessee has paid
two-thirds or more of the total number of rental payments necessary to acquire
ownership of the réntal property, not more than 120 days have passed sincé the dafe

on which the rental property was returned to the rental-purchase company.

(2) AUTHORIZED CONDITIONS ON REINSTATEMENT. As a condition of reinstatement -

ﬁnder this section, the rental—purchase company may require the payment of all
past—due rental charges, any applicable late fees, a reinstatement fee not to exceed
$5, and the rental payment for the next term.

(3) EFFECT OF REPOSSESSION ON REINSTATEMENT. Nothing in this section prbhibits
a rentalfpurchase company from attempting to repossess rental property upon
termination of a rental-purchase agreement, but such efforts do not affect the
lessee’s right to reinstate as long as the rental property is reposseésed, voluntarily
returned, or surrendered within 7 days after the termination of the rental-purchase
agreement.

(4) PROPERTY AVAILABLE UPON REINSTATEMENT. Upon reinstatement, the
rental-purchase company shall provide the lessee with the same rental property, if
the property is available and is in the same condition as when it was returned to the
rental-purchase company, or with substitute property of comparable quality and
condition.

422.616 Default and right to cure. (1) DEFAULT GENERALLY. A lessee isin
default under a rental-purchase agreement if any of the following applies:

(a) The lessee fails to return rental property within 7 days after the date on

which the last rental term for which a rental payment was made expires, unless the
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lessee has exercised an early—purchase option or Has made all rental payments
necessary to acquire ownership of the rental property.

(b) The lessee materially breaches any other provision of the rental-purchase
agreement.

(2) DEFAULT, NECESSARY FOR LESSEE LIABILITY. No cause of action shall accrue

against a lessee with respect to the lessee’s obligations under a rental-purchase

- agreement except upon default and the expiratioh of any applicable period of time

allowed for cure of the default.

(3) NOTICE OF DEFAULT; GENERAL REQUIREMENT. Except as provided in sub. (4),
as a condition precedent to bringing an action against a lessee arising out of the
lessee’s default, a rental-purchase company shall provide a written notice of the
default and of the right to cure fhe defeult to the lessee. The notice shall specify the
default and the action required to cure the default and shall inform the lessee that
if the default is not cured within 15 days after the notice is given the rental-purchase
company may bring an action against the lessee.

(4) NOTICE OF DEFAULT; EXCEPTION. A rental-purchase company is not required
to provide a notice of default and right to cure as a condition precedent to brlnglng
an action against a lessee if the lessee breaches the agreement and, in so doing, may
or does materially impair the condition, value or protection of the rental property, or
otherwise if each of the following occurred twice during the 12 months before the date
of the current default with respect to the same rental-purchase agreement:

(a) The lessee was in default.

(b) The rental-purchase company gave the lessee written notice of the default
and of the lessee’s right to cure under sub. (3).

(¢) The lessee cured the default.
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(5) REQUEST FOR VOLUNTARY SURRENDER OF PROPERTY. A rental-purchase

company may request the voluntary return or surrender of rental property prior to

the declaration of a default and the sending of written notice of default and right to

“cure. A request under this subsection is subject to sub. (6) and s. 427.104.

(6) DIRECT CONTACT FOR PURPOSES OF REPOSSESSION. (a) In this subsection,
“reasonable effort” means any of the following: |

1. Provi(ied written notice, by certified mail, to the last known address of the
lessee.

2. Engaged in a telephone conversation with the lessee.

3. Attempted at least once on each of 2 consecutive days oécmﬁng after the
most recent rental payment due daté to engage in a telephone conversation with the
lessee. Each attempt shall be made to the ‘last known telep‘ho_ﬁe humber at the

lessee’s address. If the rental-purchase company attempts to engage in such a

“telephone conversation and discovers that the telephone number is disconnected, the

rental-purchase company need only have made the initial attempt to engage in a
telephone conversation with the lessee. | |

(b) 1. Except aé provided in subd. 2., no rental—puréhaée company may take or
attempt to take possession of rental property under a rental-purchase agreement by
any means other than the legal process specified in this section or by return or
voluntary surrender of the rentaﬂ property by the lessee until at least 48 hours have
lapsed after the rental-purchase company has made a reasonable effort to contact
the lessee and request the return or voluntary surrender of the rental property.

2. If the rental-purchase company has\‘attempted to engage in a telephone
conversation with the lessee and the telephone number at the lessee’s address has

been disconnected, the 48-hour requirement under subd. 1. does not apply.
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(¢) The rental-purchase company shall maintéiﬁ ail necessary records to verify
compliance with this subsection.

SECTION 23. 423.102 of the statutes is amended to read:

423.102 Scope. This chapter applies to all consumer transactions, except that
subch. IT does not apply to cemetery pre'negd‘ sales under s. 440.92, and subch. IIT

SECTION 24. 423.301 of the statutes is amended to read:

423.301 False, misleading or deceptive advertising. No merchant or
rental-purchase company shall advertise, print, display, publish, distribute or
brdadcast or cause to be advertised, printed, displayed, published, distributed or
broadcast, in any manner any statement or representaﬁon with regard to the
extension of consumer credit including the rates, terrﬁ_s or conditions for the
eXtension .of such credit, which is faise, misleading, or deceptive, or which omits to
state material information with respect to the extension of credit that is necessary
to make the statemeﬁts therein not false, misleading or decepfive. With respect to
matters specifically governed by the federal consumer credit protection act,
compliance with such act satisfies the requirements of this section.

'SECTION 25. 423.302 of the statutes is amehded to read:

423.302 Remedies and penalty. In addition ~.1:0 any othér remedy brovided
by law, é. cﬁstomer who has been induced to consummate a consumer credit
transaction or a lessee who has been ixiduced to consummate a rental-purchase
agreement as é result of advertising in violation of s: 423.301 shall be entitled to a
recovery from the merchant in accordance with s. 425.305.

SECTION 26. 425.305 of the statutes is amended to read:
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425.305 Transactions which are void. (1) In a transaction to which this
section applies, .the customer or lessee to a rental—purchase agreement shall be
entitled j;o retain the goods, services or money received pursuant to the transaction
without obligation to pay any amount.

(2) In addition, the customer or lessee to a rental-purchase agreement shall
be entitled to recover any sums paid to the merchant or renfal—purchase company
pursuant to the transaction. | _ |

SECTION 27. Subchépter V of chapter 425 of the statutes [precedes 425.501] is
created to read: ‘ |

CHAPTER 425
CONSUMER TRANSACTIONS — |
REMEDIES AND PENALTIES
SUBCHAPTERV
PENALTIES, CIVIL ACTIONS,
LIMITATIONS, AND VENUE RELATING
TO RENTAL-PURCHASE AGREEMENTS

425.501 Scope. This subchapter applies only to rental-purchase agreements.

425.502. Civil actions and defenses. (1) LIABILITY GENERALLY. Except as
provided under subs. (2) to (8), a rental-purchase company that violates any
provision of chs. 421 to 427 relating to rental-purchase agreements is liable to a
lessee that is damaged as a result of that violation for the costs of the action and,
notwithstanding s. 814.04 (1), for reasonable attorney fees as determined by the
court, plus an amount equal to the sum of the following: |

(a) The actual damages, including any inbidental and consequential damages,

sustained by the lessee as a result of the violation.
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(b) An amount equal to 25 percent of the total amount of payments necessary

1o acquire ownership of the rentaly property under the lessee’s rental-purchase

agreement, except that liability under this paragraph fnay not be less than $100 nor
more than ‘$1,000. )

(2) TEMPORARY RELIEF; INJUNCTIONS. The administrator of the division of
banking in the department of financial institutions may bring a civil action to
restrain, by temporary or permanent injunction, a renﬁal—purchase company from
violating any provision of chs. 421 to 427 relating to rental-purchase agreements,
or from eI;gaging in false, misleading, dec_eptive, or unconscionable conduct, in
rental—purchase transactions.

(8) LIABILITY; CERTAIN VIdLATloNs. Except és provided in subs. (4) and (5), if a
rental-purchase agreement violates s. 422.604, the lessee may retain the rental
property under the rental-purchase agreement without obligation to pay any
amount and may recover any amounts paid to the rental-purchase company under
the rental-purchase agreement.

(4) CLASS ACTION. (a) In the case of a class éction,»a renfal—purchase company
that violates any provision of chs. 421 to 427 relating to rental-purchase agreements
is liable to the members of the class in an amount equal to the actual damages
incurred by the class. The 'tofal statutory daniages for all lessees whose recovery is
‘computed under sub. (1) (b) relating to statutory damages may not“. exceed $500,000
plus the costs of the action and, notwithstanding s. 814.04 (1), reasonable attorneys’
fees as determined by the ;:ourt. In determining the amount to award under sub. (1)
(b), the court shall consider, among other relevant factors, the amount of actual
damages sustained by the members of the class, the frequency and persistence of the

violations by the rental-purchase company, the resources of the rental—pﬁrchase
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company, the number of persons damaged by the violation, the presence or absence
of good faith on the part of the rental-purchase company, and the extent to which the
violation was intentional. -

(b) Notwithstanding par. (a), no class action may be maintained for conduct

proscribed in s. 422.607, 423.301, or 427.104 (1) (h) unless the conduct has been found

to violate s. 422.607, 423.301, or 427.104 (1) (h) at least 30 days ‘prior to the

occurrence of the conduct involved in the class action by an appellate court of this

.state or by a rule promulgated by the division of banking in the departnient of

financial institutions, specifying with particularity the act or practice in question.

(c) At least 30 days before commencing a class action for damages, a party must
do all of the following:

1. Notify the rental-purchase company against whom an élleged cause of
action is asserted of the alleged claim or violation.

2. Demand that the rental-purchase company correct, or otherwise remedy, the
basis for the élleged claim.

(d) The notice required in par. (¢) shall be in writing, and shall be sent by
certified or registex;'éd mail, return rece;’pt requested, to the réntal—purchase

company at the place where the transaction occurred, the company’s principal place

. of business within the state, or, if neither will effect actual notiée,- the department

of financial vinstitutions.

(e) Except as provided in par. (g), no action for damages may be maintained
under this subsection if an appropriate remedy, which shall include actual damages
and may include penalties, is given, or agreed to be given within a reasonable time,

to such party within 30 days after receipt of such notice.
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(f) Except as provided in par. (g), no action for damages may be maintained

under this subsection upon a showing by a rental-purchase company againat whom

the alleged claim or violation is asserted that all of the following exist:
1. All lessees similarly situated have been identified, or a reasonable effort to
identify such other lessees has been made.

2. All lessees identified under subd. 1. have been notified that, upon their

- request, the rental-purchase company shall make the appropriate remedy.

3. The remedy requested by the lessees has been or in a reasonable time will

be given.

4. The rental-purchase company has ceased from engaging, or if immediate

cessation is impossible under the circumstances, the rental-purchase co&npany will,

within a reasonable time, cease to engage in any acts on which the alleged claim is
based. |

" (g) An action for injunctive relief may be commenced without compliance with
par. (c). Not less than 30 days after the commencement of an actjon for injunctive
relief, and after compliar_ice with par. (c), the lessee may amend his or her complaint
without leave of court to include a request for damages. Paragraphs (e) and (f) shall
apply if the complaint for injunctive relief is amended to request damages.

(h) As soon as practicable after the commencement of an action brought as a
class action, the court shall determine by order whether it is to be so maintained. An
order may be conditional, and may be altered or amended before the decision on the
merits. If the court determines that the action may not be maintained as a class
action, it shall allow the action to proceed on behalf of the parties appearing in the

action.
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(i) In any class action, the court shall direct to the‘members of the class the best
notice practicable under the circumstances, including individual notice to all
members who can be identified through reasonable effort. The notice shall inform
each class member that: |

1. The court will exclude him or her from the class if he or she so requests by
a specified date.

2. The judgment, whether favorablé or not, will include all members who do not
request exclusion. |

3. Any member who does not request exclusion may enter an appearance
through his or her counsel. o

() The judgment in an action maintained as a class action under this section,
whether or not favorable to the class, shall include and describe those whom the court
finds to be members of the class. The judgment in an action maintained as a class
action, whether or not favorable to the class, shall include and specify ‘or describe
those to whom the notice provided in par. (i) was directed, and who have not
requested exclusion, and whom the court finds to be members of the class.

(k) When appropriate, an action may be brought or maintained as a class action

. with respect to particular issues, or a class may be divided into subclasses and each

subclass treated as a class.

(L) Ifjudgment is for a ciass of plaintiffs, the court shall rehder judgxﬁent in
favoi' of the adminisj:rator of the division of banking in the department of financial
institutions and against the defendants for 'all_ costs of notice incurred by the
administrator in such action. |

(m) In the conduct of actions to which this subsection applies, the court may

make, alter, or amend orders that do any of the following:
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1. Determine the course of proceedings or prescribing measures to prevent

undue repetition or complicatiqn in the presentation of evidence or argument.

2. Require, for the protection of the members of the class or otherwise for the
fair conduct of the action, that notice be given in such manner as the court may direct
to some or.all of the members of any step in the'action, or of the proposed extent of
the judgment, or of the opportunity of members to signify whether they consider the
representation fair and adequate, to intervene and present claims or defenses, or
otherwise to come into the action.

3. Impoée cdnditions on the representati\;e parties or on intervenors.

4. Require that the pleadings be amended to eliminate therefrom allegations
as to representation of absent persons, and that the action proceed accordingly.

5. Deal with simiiar procedurél matters.

(n) Once certified by the court under this subsection, a class action shall not be
dismissed or compromised without the approval of the court, and notice of the
proposed dismissal or compromise shall be given to all members of the class in such
manner as thé court directs. ‘

(0) A rental-purchase company shall not be liable in a class action for statutory
daxnages computed under sub. (1) (b) relating to statutory damages, unless it is
shown by a preponderahce of the evidence that the violétion'was a willful and
knowing violation of any provision of chs. 421 to 427 relating to ‘rental—'purchase
agreements.

(p) Reasonable attorneys’ fees in a class action shall be determined by the value
of the time reasonably expended by the attorney rather than by the amount of
recovery on behalf of the class. A legal aid society or legal services program that

represents a class shall be awarded a reasonable service fee in lieu of reasonable
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425.503 Limitation on actions. An action brought by a 1essee under any

provision of chs. 421 to 427 relating to rental-purchase agreements shall be

commenced within one year after the date on which the alleged violation occurred,
2 years after the date on which the rehtal—purchase agieement was ehtered info, or
one year after the date on which the last payment was made under the
rental-purchase agreement, whichever is later.

425.504 Venue. (1) GENERALLY. The venue fbr a claim arising out of a
rental—burchase agreement is any of the following counties:

(a) Where the lessee resides 6; is personally served.

(b) Where the rental property is locat_ed.

(c) Where the lessee sought or acquired the rental property or signed th_e
document evidencing his or her obligation under the terms of the rental-purchase
agreement. | |

(2) CHANGE IN VENUE. When it appears from the return of service of a summons
or otherwise that the county in which an action is pending under sub. (1)v is not a
proper placev'of trial for the action, unless the defendant appears and waives the
improper venue, the court shall transfer the éction to anfy county that is a propér
place of trial. |

(3) MULTIPLE DEFENDANTS. If there are several defendants in an action arising

out of a rental-purchase agreement, and if venue is based on residence, venue may

~ be in the county of residence of any of the defendants.

SECTION 28. 426.102 (intro.) of the statutes is renumbered 426.102 (1) (intro.).
SECTION 29. 426.102 (2) of the statutes is created to read:

426.102 (2) Subchaptefs III and IV apply to rental-purchase agreements.
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attorneys’ fees, eqﬁal in amount to the amount of the attorneys’ fees as measured by
this subsection.

(q) The administrator of the division of banking in the depaﬂfnent of financial
institutions, whefcher or not a party to an action, shall bear the costs of notice excepf
that he or she may recover such cps_ts from the defendant as provided in par. (L).

(5) DEFENSE; BONA FIDE ERROR. Notwithstandiﬁg any other section of this
chapter, no lessee shall be entitled, in an iﬁdividual or class action, to recover any
penalties provided under sub. (1) (b), if the rental-purchase company ﬁolating any
provision of chs. 421 to 427 relating to rental—pﬁrchase agreements shows by a
preponderance of the evidence that the violation was not intentional, and that the
violation resulted from a bona fide error notwithstanding the maintenance of
proceduies reasonably adopted to avoid thesé errors.

(6) DOUBLE LIABILITY LIMITED. The liability of a rental-purchase company under
this chapter is in lieu of any liability under the federal Consumer Credit Protection
Act and s. 138.09. An .actidn by a person alleging a violation under this chapter may
not be maintained if a final judgment has been rendered for 61' against that person
with respect to the same violation under the federgﬂ Consumer Credit Protection Act
or s. 138.09. If a final judgment is entered againét any rental-purchase company

under this chapter and the federal Consumer Credit Protection Act or s. 138.09 for

the same violation, the rental-purchase company has a cause of action for.

appropriate relief to the extent necessary to avoid double liability.
(7) NECESSARY PARTIES. If more than one lessee is a party to the same

rental-purchase agreement, all of the lessees that are parties to the rental-purchase

agreement shall be joined as plaintiffs in any action under sub. (1), and the lessees "

are entitled to only a single recdvery under sub. (1).
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SECTION 30. Subchapter IV of chapter 426 [precedes 426.4005] of the statutes
is created to read: '
CHAPTER 426
- SUBCHAPTER IV
ADMINISTRATION AND LICENSING
RELATED TO
RENTAL—PURCHASE:AGREEMEVNTS
426.4005 Definitions. In this subchapter:
(1) “Administrator” means the administrator of the division.
(2) “Division” means _the division of banking in the department of financial
institutions.
426.401 License required. Nb person ‘may operate as é rental—pﬁrchase
company Without a valid license issued by the division under this subchapter.
426.402 Appliéation for license; fees; bond. (1) APPLICATION. (a) An
appliéation for a license under this subchapter shall be made to the division, in
writing, iﬁ the form prescribed by the division. In addition to any other information
that may be required by the division, an application for a license under tilis
subchapter éhail include all of the following: -

1. If the applicant is an individual, the applicant’s social security number.

2. If the applicant is not an individual, the applicant’s federal employer .

identiﬁcatibn number. .

(b) The division may not,disclos«e any information received under par. (a) 1. or
2. to any person except as follows:.

1. The division may disclose the information to the department of revenue for

the sole purpose of requesting certifications under s. 73.0301.
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2. The division may disclose the information to the department of workforce
development in accordance with a memorandum of understanding entered intvo
under s. 49.857. |

(2) APPLICATION FEES. At the time of applying to the division for a license under
this subchapter, the applicant shall pay any applicable fee speciﬁed by the
administrator by rule.

(3j BonND. The division may require an applicant or licensee to file with the
division and maintain in force a bond, in a form prescribed by and acceptable to the
division, and in an amount determined by the division.

426.403 Issuance or denial of license. (1) INVESTIGATION. Upon the filing
of an applicaﬁon under s. 426.402 (1) and the payment of any applicable fee, the
division .shall perfqrm an investigation. Except as provided in éub. (8), if the division
| finds that the character, general fitness, and financial responsibility of the applicant;
the members of the applicant, if the applicant is a partnership, limited liability
company, or association; and the officers and directors of the applicaﬁt, if th_e
applicant is a corporation warrant the belief that the business will be operated in
compliance with any provision of chs. 421 to 427 relating to rental-purchase
ég‘reements, the division shall issue a license to the applicant.

(2) DENIAL; NOTICE; HEARING. Except as provided in sub. (3), the division may
deny an application made under s. 426.402 (1) by providing written notice to the
applicant stating the grounds for the denial. Except as provided in sub. (3), a person
whose application is denied may request a hearing under s. 227.44'Within 30 days
after the date of denial. The division may appoint a hearing examiner under s. 227.46

to conduct the hearing.
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(8) DENIAL; CHILD OR FAMILY SUPPORT OR TAX DELINQUENCY. The division may not

issue a license under this chapter if any of the following applies:

(a) The applicant fails to provide the information required under s. 426.402 Q

(a).

(b) The department of revenue certifies under s. 73.0301 that the apphcant is
liable for delinquent taxes. An apph('ant for whom a hcense is not.issued under this
paragraph for delinquent taxes is entitled to a notice under s. 73.0301 (2) ®) 1. b. and
a hearing under s. 73.0301 (5) (a) but is not entitled to any other notice or hea..ring'
under this section.

(c) The applicant fails to comply, after appropriate notice, with a subpoena or
warrant issued by the department of workforce dévelopment or a county child
support agency uhder s. 59.53 (5) and related to paternity or child support

proceedings or is delinquent in making court-ordered payments of child or family

support, maintenance, birth expenses, medical expenses, or other expenses related

to the support of a child or former spouse, as provided in a memorandum of
understanding entered into under s. 49.857. An applicant whose application is
denied under this paragraph for delinquent payments is entitled to a notice and
hearing under s. 49.857, but is not entitled to any other notice or hearing under this
section. |

426.404 Licenses; other business. (1) HCENSED LOCATIONS. A license issued
uhder this subchaptér shall specify the location at whi’ch the licensee is permitted
to conduct business. A separate license shall be required for each place of business
maintained by the licensee.

(2) ASSIGNMENT. A license issued under this subchapter is not assignable.
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(3) PostING. A licensee shall post its license in a conspicuous place at the
location specified in the 1icense.

(4) TERM OF LICENSE; FEE. Every license shall remain in force until suspended
or revoked in accordance with this subchapter or surrendered by the licensee. Every
licensee shall, on or before June 1 of each year, pay to the division an annual license
fee specified by the division by rule and, if required by the division, provide a rider
or endorsement to increase the amount of any bond required under s. 426.402 (3).

(6) OTHER BUSINESS PROHIBITEb. No licensee may conduct business as a
rental-purchase company within any office, room, or place of business in which any
other business is solicited or engaged in, unless the licenseé is authorized to do so,
in writing, by the division. For the pﬁrpose of this subsection, the division may not
unreasbnably withhold any such authorization.

426.405 Revocation, suspension," and restrictioﬁ of license: (1)
DISCRETIONARY SUSPENSIOﬁ OR REVOCATION. The division may issue an order
suspending or revoking a license issued under this éubchaptexj if the division finds

that any of the following applies:

(a) The licensee has violated any provision of chs. 421 to 427 relating to

rental-purchase agreements, any rules promulgéted under any such provision, or

any lawful order of the division under s. 426.408 (1).

(b) A fact or condition exists that, if it had existed at the time of the original

application for the license, would have warranted the division’s refusing to issue the
license.
(c) The licensee has made a material misstatement in an application for a

license or in any information furnished to the division.
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(d) The licensee has failed to pay the annual license fee required under s.
426.404 (4) or has failed to maintain in effect any bond required under s. 426.402 (3).

(e) The licensee has féile(i to provide any additional information, data, or
records required by the division, within the time_period prescribed under s. 426.406
@. |

(f) The licensee has failed to pay any penalties due under s. 425.401, 425.502,

- or 426.301 within 30 days after receiving notice, by certified mail, that the penaltiés

are due.

(2) MANDATORY RESTRICTION OR SUSPENSION; CHILD OR FAMILY SUPPORT. The
division shall restrict or suspend a license issued under this subchapter if the
division finds that the licensee is anvihd.ividua.l who fails to cbx_x)ply, after appropriate
notice, with a subpoena or warrant issued by the department of workforce
development or a county child support agency under s. 59.53 (5) and related to
paféfnity or child suppor£ proceedings or who is delinquent in making court—ordered
payments of child or family support, maintenance, birth expehses, medical expenses,

or other expenses related to the support, of a child or former spouse, as provided in

a memorandum of understanding entered into under s. 49.857. A licensee whose

license is restricted or suspended under this subsection is entitled to a notice and
heéring only as provided in a mémorandum of understanding entered into under s.
49.857 and is not entitled to any other notice or heaﬁﬁg under this section.

(8) MANDATORY REVOCATION; DELINQUENTb TAXES. The division shall revoke a
license issued under this subchapter if the department of revenue éertiﬁes under s.
73.0301 that the licensee is liable for delinquent taxes. A licensee whose license is

revoked under this subsection for delinquent taxes is entitled to a notice under s.
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73.0301 (2) (b) 1. b. and a hearing under s. 73.0301 (5) (a) but is not entitled to any

other notice or hearing under this section. _

(4) REVOCATION AND SUSPENSION PROCEDURE. Except as provided in subs. (2) and

(3), no license shall be revoked or suspended except after a hearing under this
subchapter. A complaint stating the grounds for suspensioi; or revocation together
with a notice of hearing shall be delivered to the licensee at least 5 days in advance

of the hearing. In the event the licensee cannot be foﬁnd, complaint and notice of

hearing may be left at the place of business stated in the license and this shall be-

considered the equivalent of delivering the notiée of hearing and complaint to the
licensee.

426.406 Modification of license. (1) CHANGE IN PLACE OF BUSINESS. No
liceﬁsee may chahge its place o_f; business to another location without the prior
approval of the division, which approval shall not be unreasonablj} Withhelci. A
licensee shall provide the division with ét least 15 days’ prior written notice of a
proposed change under this section and shall pay any applicable fees specified by the
division by rule. Upon approval by the division of the new location, the division shall
issue an amended license, specifying the date on which the amended license is issued
and the new location.

-(2) OTHER CHANGES. Except as provided in sub. (1), a licensee shall notify the
division of any material change to the information provided in the licensee’s original
application for a license under this subchapter or provided in a previous notice of
change filed by the licensee with the division under this subsection. A licensee shall
provide the notice required under this subsection within 10 days after the change.
The licensee shall provide any additional information, data, and records about the

change to the division within 20 days after the division requests the information,
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data, or records. The division shall determine the cost of investigating and
processing the change. The licensee shall pay the division’s cost within 30 days after
the diviéion demands payment. | | |

(3) DIVISION APPROVAL OF OTHER CHANGES. Any change that is subject to the
noti.c'e requirement under sub. (2) is subject tb the approval of the division. -In
reviewing the change, the division shall apply thé same criteria as the criteria for
approval of an original license application.

426.407 Annual report; records. (1) ANNUAL REPORT. On or before March
31 of each year, a licensee shall file a feport with the division giving such reasonable
and relevant information as the division may require concerning the business and
operations conducted by the licensee. The licensee shall make the report in the fofm
prescribed by the division.

(2) BOOKS AND RECORDS. A licensee shall keep such books and records in the

licensed location as, in the opinion of the division, will enable the division to enforce

any provision of chs. 421 to 427 relating to rental-purchase agreements. Every
licensee shall preserve its records of a rental-purchase agreement for at least 2 years
after making any final entry with respect to the rental-purchase agreement.

426.408 Poweré_ and duties of division; administration. (1) OrDERS. The
division may issue any general order or special order in execution of or
supplementary to any provision in chs. 421 to 427 relating to rental-purchase
agreements but any such order may not conflict with any such provision.

(2) INVESTIGATIONS AND EXAMINATIONS. For the purpose of discovering violations
of any provision in chs. 421 to 427 relating to rental-purchase agreements, the
division may investigate or examine the business of a licensee transacted under any

provision of chs. 421 to 427 relating to rental-purchase agreements. The place of
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business, books of accounts, papers, records, safes, and vaults of the licensee shall
be open to the divisi‘on for the pﬁrpose of an investigation or examination, and the
division has authority to examine undervoath all persons whose festimony is required
for an investigation or examination. The division shall determine the cost of an
investigation or examination. The licensee shall pay the cost of an investigation or
examination. The licensee shall pay the cost of any hearing held for the purpose of
this subsection, including witness fees, unless the division or a court finds that the
licensee has not violated this subchap‘ter. The licensee shall pay all costs owing
under thié subsection within 30 days after the division demands paymeht. The state
may maintain an action for the recovery of any costs owing under th1s subsection.

(3) VERIFIED COMPLAINT, MANDATORY INVESTIGATION. If 5 or more persons file a
verified cbmplaint‘ with the admirﬁstrator alleging that a rental-purchase company
has engaged in an act which is subject to action by the administrator, he or she shall
immediately commence an investigation pursuant to sub. (2).

(4) RULES. The administrator may promulgaté rules for the administration of
any provision in chs. 421 to 427 relating to rental-purchase agreements.

(5) TESTIMONIAL POWERS AND POWERS TO.SECURE EVIDENCE. The division has the
same power to conduct hearings, take testinAony, and secure evidence as is provided
to the division in ss. 217.17 and 217.18.

(6) ENFORCEMENT. The division may investigate any provision 1n chs. 421 to 427
relaﬁng‘ to rental-purchase agreements or any lawful orders issued under sub. (1)
to determine if any such provision or lawful order is being violatéd. The division may
report any such violations to the attorney general or the district attorney of the
proper county for prosecution. '

SECTION 31. 427.102 of the statutes is amended to read:
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427.102 Scope. This chapter applies to conduct and practices in connection

with the collection of obligations arising from consumer transactions, including

transactions that are primarily for an agricultural purpose, and to transactions in

connection with rental-purchase agreements.

SECTION 32. 427.108 (intro.) of the statutes is created to read:

427.103 (intro.) In this chapter: '

SECTION 38. 427.103 (1e) of the statutes is created to read:

427.103 (le) “Consumer transaction” has the meaning given in s. 421.301 (13),
but does include a transaction in connection with a rental-purchase agreement.

SECTION 34. 427.103 (1Ir) of the statutes is created to read:

427.103 (1r) “Customer” has the meaning given in s. 421.301 (17), but does
include a lessee to a rental-purchase agreement.

SECTIOﬁ 35. 427.103 (4) of the statutes is created to read:

427.103 (4) “Merchant” has the meaning given in s. 421.301 (25), but does
include a rental-purchase company.

SECTION 36. Initial applicability.

(@) ’ﬂlis act first abpli’es to rental-purchase agreements, and conduct pursuant
to those agreement.s., that are entered into on the eﬂ'ectivé date of this subsection.

SECTION 37. Effective date.

(1) This act takes effect on the 90th day after publication.

(END)




